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Volleyballers make
a big impression
Team scores an ace with third-graders
BY JON POMPIA
THE PUEBLO CHIEFTAIN
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POLL: MAJORITY FEAR
TRUMP PRESIDENCY
NEW YORK — More
than half the country
fears a Trump presidency. And only about a
third of Americans believe he is at least somewhat qualiﬁed to serve
in the White House.
In the ﬁnal sprint to
Election Day, a new
Associated Press-GfK
poll underscores those
daunting roadblocks
for Donald Trump as he
tries to overtake Hillary
Clinton.
Moreover, most voters
oppose the hard-line approach to immigration
that is a centerpiece of
the billionaire businessman’s campaign. They
are more likely to trust
Clinton to handle a variety of issues facing the
country, and Trump has
no advantage on the
national security topics
also at the forefront of
his bid.
Trump undoubtedly
has a passionate base
of support, seen clearly

That’s even after Trump
claimed he didn’t want
Cruz’s endorsement
immediately after the
convention chaos.
“I am greatly honored
by the endorsement of
Senator Cruz,” Trump
said Friday. “We have
fought the battle and he
was a tough and brilliant
opponent. I look forward
to working with him for
many years to come in
order to make America
great again.”
The development
comes as a critical time
in the 2016 presidential
contest.
The ﬁrst debate is on
Monday and Election
Day is less than seven
weeks away. Early voting has already begun
in some states. Trump
and Democrat Hillary
Clinton remain locked
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among the thousands
of backers who ﬁll the
stands at his signature
rallies. But most people
don’t share that fervor. Only 29 percent of
registered voters would
be excited and just 24
percent would be proud
should Trump prevail in
November.
Only one in four voters
ﬁnd him even somewhat
civil or compassionate,
and just a third say he’s
not at all racist.
Forty-four percent say
they would be afraid
if Clinton, the former
secretary of state, is
elected, far less than
the 56 percent who say
the same of Trump. He’s
viewed more unfavorably than favorably by a
61 percent to 34 percent
margin, and more say
their unfavorable opinion of the New Yorker is
a strong one than say
the same of Clinton, 50
percent to 44 percent.
— The Associated Press

in a tight race as both
struggle to unite their
party’s behind them.
Trump, in particular, has
been branded as a phony
by hard-line conservatives, Cruz among them,
who see him more as
a political opportunist
than a true Republican.
“This man is a pathological liar. He doesn’t
know the difference
between truth and lies.
He lies practically every
word that comes out of
his mouth,” Cruz said
of Trump in May, hours
before ending his campaign.
“Donald will betray
his supporters on every
issue,” the Texas senator added, while calling
Trump “utterly amoral,”
“a narcissist,” “a bully,”
and “a serial philanderer,” among other things.

The introductions were
endearingly guileless.
“I’m Francisco, and I
want to be a cop.”
“My name’s Jasmine,
and I want to be an artist
when I grow up.”
“My name’s Cameron,
and I want to be a veterinarian.”
“My name’s James,
and I want to be a break
dancer.”
One and all, the career
ambitions of third-graders at Eva R. Baca Elementary School inspired
smiles and bursts of
applause from the day’s
honored guests — volleyball players from Black
Hills (S.D.) State University.
As Baca Elementary
stresses college readiness
at an early age through
its status as a No Excuses
University, classrooms
are encouraged to partner
up with universities both
near and far.
This particular association evolved after teacher
Rachelle Phillips — a
native of South Dakota
whose children attended
volleyball camps at BHSU
— invited the university
to adopt her classroom.
Before long, the students received Yellow
Jacket gear and motivational materials and, in
turn, acclimated themselves to their newfound
big brothers and sisters
by researching the school
and its location, with
special attention to the
university’s academic and
athletic offerings.
“We’ve even been
learning the Yellow
Jackets’ ﬁght song,”
Phillips said. “It’s a little
harder than I thought, so
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Kenzie Kazmer (right), a member of the Black Hills State
(South Dakota) volleyball team, gets a hug from Jordan
Masranase, 8, a third-grade student at Eva R. Baca
Elementary School on Friday.

“Oh, girls for sure.”
“That’s cause girls rule!”
And this:
How do you get so tall?
we haven’t quite got it
“You eat all your vegdown.”
etables.”
This virtual bond was
“And by doing your
consummated Friday with
math homework,” Phillips
the volleyballers’ visit to
the school in anticipation added.
Following the entertainof an evening matchup at
Colorado State Universi- ing meet-and-greet, the
Yellow Jackets set up a
ty-Pueblo.
(boisterous) mini volleyEncouraged to learn
ball camp in the school
more about the congegym, where the enthusinial student-athletes, the
astic youngsters learned
third-graders lobbed a
some of the basics of
succession of questions,
the game and exchanged
several of which led to
more than a few hugs and
some laughter-inducing
high-ﬁves.
exchanges.
Said the team’s head
“How old are you?”
coach Kristin Carmichael,
“I’m 20.”
“This is all about tell“You only look 18.”
ing kids that they can do
“Well, thank you.”
anything they want to,
Or this:
be anything they want to
“Who would win if it
was boys against girls in
be.”
volleyball?”
jpompia@chieftain.com

Watch the video
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Brynn Eckhardt, a center for the Black Hills State volleyball team, has some fun with
Baca school students during a volleyball lesson in the school gym.
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will pay for new
officials’ refusal to release police
September 24, 2016 5:53 am (GMT +6:00)
tower production.
footage of the incident.
reported it was at full
“Release the tapes!” has become a
hat to last for at least
familiar refrain on Charlotte’s streets.
Republican presidential nominee

3 DEAD IN MALL SHOOTING
SEATTLE — Three people were
killed during a shooting at a mall
north of Seattle and the suspect

would be counterproductive and
could potentially compromise the integrity of the investigation — though
in a small concession, he did permit
Keith Scott’s family to view it.
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