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Veterans group helps local students
BY SARAH GRASMICK
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For the second year, a
local organization was paid
with big smiles and words
of gratitude for giving away
backpacks ﬁlled with school
supplies to 80
local students.
“When the
children saw
that they could
pick what
backpack they
wanted, they
were just in
awe,” said Patsy
Vazquez–Contes, chairwoman
of the American GI Forum
Pueblo Chapter.
The boys and
girls, who were
in kindergarten
through 8th grade, had a
variety of backpack themes
to choose from on Saturday,
including the Denver Broncos and Disney princesses.
“These supplies are very
important because it gives
the students what they need
to start the school year and
gets the teacher out of the
bind of not having a student
with the proper materials to
complete their daily assignments,” she said.
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Most of the funds to purchase the items came from a
large corporation. Community members donated the
rest.
“We teamed up
with Walmart for
the second year
to do this,” said
Vazquez–Contes.
“They gave us a
community grant of
$750, and then they
discounted their
merchandise on
top of that. These
supplies are worth
$2,500.”
Hector P. Garcia, the founder of
American GI Forum, always emphasized the
importance of education.
“He believed that education is something that no
one can take away from
you,” said Vazquez-Contes.”
Our motto is, ‘Education
is a freedom, and freedom
should be everybody’s business.’
“We were glad to be part
of a giveaway program that’s
very well-needed across the
nation.”
sgrasmick@chieftain.com
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LEFT: Noah Cook, 9 (left), and Tyler Cook
pick out backpacks with the help of Patsy
Vazquez-Contes (right) and Margaret
Montoya during the American GI Forum
Pueblo Chapter’s school supply giveaway
Saturday.
ABOVE: Lyle Felton, 5, shows off the
backpack he chose during the giveaway.
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Higher pay for D60 A black-tie event turns
Gala will support breast
subs a possibility
PINK cancer services at Parkview
BY JON POMPIA
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At present, the
district pays its certiﬁed
substitutes $80 a day
(Monday through Friday)
or $10.67 an hour.
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In order to not only
attract but retain sub“a
much more attractive
stitute teachers, Pueblo
place to come.”
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A local hospital’s
yearly black tie event —
the Starlight Gala Celebration — is scheduled
for Friday.
“The gala is an opportunity to raise funds
for Parkview Medical
Center and to honor the
achievements of welldeserved individuals
or couples who have
committed their time
and resources to support
many worthwhile charities and organizations
in our community,” said
Lisa Siegel, foundation
director at Parkview.
Power of Pink is the
theme for the 36th annual event, which will
be held at the Sangre de
Cristo Arts and Conference Center. Doors open
at 5:30 p.m., with a social
hour. A silent auction
and dinner will follow
at 7, and the program is
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Mark and Kitty Kennedy will be recognized for their
community efforts at the fundraising Starlight Gala
Celebration on Friday.

Siegel added that the
money also will be used
to fund educational resources for the facility’s
breast health navigation program, which is

and Lucille Packard
Foundation.
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“The Kennedys
are
known in Pueblo for
giving their time and
resources to dozens of

