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BOYS AND GIRLS CLUB

‘take control’

out for itself
A. Lucero Library, 1315 E.
Seventh St.
Neighborhood districts are when property
owners in a deﬁned area
agree to tax themselves so they can make
agreed-upon improvements. It can only happen if property owners
in the proposed district
vote to establish it. The
district members also
set the amount they will
tax themselves.
Some Pueblo neighborhoods have organized in the past to put
in common sidewalks or
paving.
Atencio wants resi-

dents to think about
many possibilities of
what they could do if
they had the money for
improvements.
For example, he would
like to see developers
come in and build affordable houses on some
of the East Side’s vacant
lots. A taxing district
could help ﬁnance that.
“Or maybe we pay
for landscaping on the
streets,” he suggested.
Atencio is hoping residents will bring ideas
on what could be done
if there was money to
spend on improvements.
proper@chieftain.com
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This Facebook posting shows the gun shop sponsored
T-shirt that led to Preston Wenz’s suspension
and eventual dismissal as principal of Eva R. Baca
Elementary.
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Risley student named
youth of the month
14-year-old Cameron Davis has
found his voice through club
THE PUEBLO CHIEFTAIN

Cameron Davis is the
club’s January’s Boys and
Girls Clubs of Pueblo
County Youth of the
Month.
Cameron is a 14-yearold eighth-grader at Risley International Academy of Innovation and
has been a member of
the East Side clubhouse
for two years.
Recently, Cameron
traveled with his parents
and his younger sibling
to the East Coast, but
said he likes the great
outdoors and the laidback attitude of Coloradans.
When Cameron ﬁrst
became a member of the
Boys and Girls Club, he
was reluctant to socialize
with others and struggled with his conﬁdence.
The club staff and his
peers never gave up on
him and they continually
invited him to partake in
club activities, especially
teen nights.
Over time, Cameron
has gained conﬁdence
and now he actively
participates in many club
programs and activities.
He particularly enjoys
the sports, ﬁtness and
recreation programs at
the club. Cameron is also
on his school’s crosscountry team and looks
forward to being on East
High School’s track team.
Cameron is a Teen
Leader and enjoys assisting staff with club
programs and activities.
Cameron is the kind of
person who likes to help
others and is often one
of the ﬁrst club members
to offer his assistance to
others in need. One day,
Cameron witnessed an
older school custodial
employee struggling with
a trash bin and immediately offered his assistance. He now makes it
a point to help her, and
other members help her
when Cameron is absent.
He enjoys participating in community service
projects with the club,
but there is a program
that is near and dear to
his family’s heart. They
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Cameron Davis

often help out with the
Pack for People project,
where they distribute
backpacks with food,
clothing, necessities
and sleeping bags to the
homeless.
Cameron is a voracious
reader and has received
several reading awards
throughout his time in
school. He is participating in the Multicultural Youth Leadership
Initiative for Excellence
Project through Pueblo
Community College and
the Advancement Via Individual Determination
college readiness system
through Risley International Academy of Innovation. Cameron has set
his sights on attending
college in Colorado and
has narrowed his career
options to archaeology,
business and construction management.
“Before becoming a
member of Boys and
Girls Club, I was very
reserved,” he said. “The
club has helped me
branch out and be more
social. I truly enjoy participating in many of the
club activities and hanging out with my friends.”
As a Youth of the
Month honoree, Cameron is eligible to compete
in Boys and Girls Clubs
of Pueblo County’s 2017
Youth of the Year competition, which provides
several scholarships and
leadership opportunities.
Notes of congratulations can be sent to Cameron at club@bgcpueblo.
org.
city@chieftain.com
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