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Macaluso
receives
outpouring
of support

It’s science vs

Colleagues offer
well wishes at
open house
BY JON POMPIA
THE PUEBLO CHIEFTAIN

The ﬁrst of two open
houses afforded the community an opportunity to
visit with Charlotte Macaluso, the interim superintendent of Pueblo City
Schools (D60) recently
designated sole ﬁnalist
for the superintendent’s
position.
That announcement,
which came at a Jan. 26
special board meeting,
initiated a 14-day waiting
period, during which the
public is able to offer
input and comment on the
board’s action.
The meet-and-greet Friday at the Administrative
Services Center did not allow for the presentation of
questions or comments in
a formal manner. Rather,
it was a casual gathering
during which Macaluso
met with and accepted
well wishes from visitors
— mainly D60 administrators and educators,
current and past board
members and those who
have worked alongside her
through the years.
With the consensus being, from those who know
her best, that Macaluso
is the right choice to lead
D60 into the future.
“I’ve worked with a lot
of different leaders, and
she was the best principal
I’ve seen,” said Matt Kouba, an assistant principal
at Risley International
Academy of Innovation, a
SEE MACALUSO, 8A
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In survival mode,
students take a
lively approach
BY JON POMPIA
THE PUEBLO CHIEFTAIN

It was a blue-hued emergency at Central High School
on Friday, as the long-dreaded zombie apocalypse ﬁnally
reared its decaying head.
Fortunately, science and
ingenuity combined to save the
day.
And the students.
Code Blue: Zombie Day provided 75 middle schoolers from
throughout Pueblo the unique
and entertaining opportunity to
apply STEM principles as a way
to survive, and then escape, a
zombie-infested island.
Under the direction of Central STEM educators, ﬁve cleverly named teams — The Waddling Dead, Grateful Undead,
The Running Dead, Zombie
Meow and The Uncatchables
— visited hands-on stations to
learn such life-preserving skills
as dodging epidemics, the proper way to camouﬂage, building
a ﬂotation device and creating a
water ﬁltration device.
Through it all, Marissa
Spratt directed students as
they created a public service
announcement on the proper
way to avoid zombie contamination.
Well, cold and ﬂu germs, actually — but nonetheless very
useful information.
“We wanted to catch kids’
attention and expose them to
STEM, what it feels like and
what it looks,” said Morganlee Kempf, a STEM science
specialist with Pueblo City
Schools (D60).
And on this day, STEM
looked like rotting ﬂesh and
horribly murky water.
“Make the wound look more
infected. Use the red makeup”
instructed Melissa Waller, as
youngsters went about fashioning realistic looking gashes.

Luke Guarienti, 14,
activities at Centra
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school Macaluso attended and eventually led as
principal.
“She’s professional all
the time, in school and
out of school,” said Kouba.
“She treats people with
respect but she has really
high expectations for staff
and students. She’s dedicated her life to this district, and nobody knows it
better than her.”
Geri Lane, an educator
who worked under Macaluso at the now-shuttered
Spann Elementary as well
as Risley, called Macaluso
“wise beyond her years.
She has more empathy and
knowledge than anyone
I’ve met in education. And
I would follow her lead
anywhere.”
In announcing the
decision to name Macaluso the sole ﬁnalist, board
President Phyllis Sanchez
said an outside search was
not deemed necessary “as
we feel strongly that we
already have the very best
candidate for the position.”
Staying within the district, board member Barb
Clementi believes, has a
wealth of beneﬁts.
“When we bring somebody in from outside, it
takes them awhile to learn
how Pueblo functions,”
Clementi explained. “We
have very strong roots,
very strong traditions and
very strong ideas about
how things should be
done.
“Charlotte already
knows how we function,
knows all of those traditions, the important things
our Pueblo community
pays attention to.
“My personal sense of
Charlotte has always been
one of a very strong leader
at any level. So to me, this
is the perfect move for the
district.”
One of the few noneducators at the reception was
Floyd Jaramillo, a tireless
advocate for the East Side.
“I’m here as a private
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But then someone
nominated Ready for
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the chairmanship,
giving him the opportunity to get the
ﬂoor. He refused to be
considered for chairman but said, “The
reason I formed a
PAC, which gave zero
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isn’t as protective as
sneezing into your
elbow — because that
catches all your particles.”
For added security
against the ﬂesh-eating
ghouls, Central JROTC
cadets escorted team
CHIEFTAIN PHOTO/ CHRIS MCLEAN

Charlotte Macaluso (center), Pueblo City Schools
superintendent candidate, talks with Jody Lane (left) and
Geri Lane during an open house Friday evening.

citizen,” Jaramillo said, “to
say that I’m very pleased
with her selection. I feel
she’s going to change the
curriculum in a very positive way and get more kids
involved in the studies so
they can improve.”
The candidate herself
seemed to be humbled by
the outpouring of support.
“It’s a great honor for
me to serve in this capacity,” Macaluso said. “I think
the opportunities are
endless for our district,
especially if our whole
community can come
together.
“We know we have challenges, but I feel these can

be solved if we all work
together.”
The district’s second
open house will be from
7:30-9:30 a.m. Tuesday at
the Administrative Services Center, 315 W. 11th St.
Additionally, those who
wish to submit comments
to the board or to Macaluso may do so through the
district’s website.
Once the 14-day waiting period concludes,
the board of education
is expected to formally
announce Macaluso as
superintendent during a
special meeting.
jpompia@chieftain.com
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questioning.
He was arrested later
in the day in connection
with the homicide.
Public defenders for
Predovich argued at
the preliminary hearing
Friday that there is not
enough evidence to sup
port a charge of ﬁrst-de
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