ct has indiide by the

Suzanne Ethredge,
president of PEA, said

are not supporting the
words.”

Pueblo Chieftain - 12/16/2016

slight raise and premium
increase.

higher.”
jpompia@chieftain.com

Copy Reduced to 97% from original to fit letter page

Page : B01

am
ng
17

uses
ses

CHIEFTAIN PHOTO/CHRIS MCLEAN

s

commufocuses
ndance,”
d, “but we
o report

EE FAIR, 2B

GENEROSITY

Central High pantry marks a

successful year
Holiday party hosted by Santa Claus a gift to students, donors
BY JON POMPIA
THE PUEBLO CHIEFTAIN

AIN PHOTO/FILE
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Central High students John Kelley (left), Phoenix Castaneda (center) and Leonard Carreiro pick up holiday food
from the school pantry as volunteer Shelly Arceneaux (right) gets a hug from teacher Elizabeth Aragon-Blanton on
Thursday.

The Central High
Wildcat Food Pantry
marked a successful fall
semester with a special
holiday party for students, staff and donors,
hosted by Santa Claus
himself.
After opening in
September through a
grant from Care and

Share and abetted with
donations from citizens
and businesses, the
pantry’s distribution day
has seen as many as 60
students take advantage
of the generosity.
Thursday’s distribution was a bit more special, and not all because
of Santa’s well wishes
and candy canes.
The families of 10
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students in need were
gifted with a turkey and
basket with all the trimmings, just in time for
the approaching holiday.
And the pantry’s
growing list of donors —
most notably Care and
Share and a 35-member
women’s life group from
Fellowship of the Rockies, as well as pantry
volunteers — were pub-

licly acknowledged for
their continual offerings
of food and time.
“We did this at
Thanksgiving, too,”
said Central Assistant
Principal Destin Mehess, one of the driving
forces behind the pantry.
“We gave turkeys and
bags to 15 families and
we wanted to do it again
SEE PANTRY, 2B
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MOSCA — Great Sand
Dunes National Park will
host a Christmas bird
count Dec. 31.
Participants are asked
to meet at the visitor
center conference room

Participants may register online at netapp.
audobon.org/cbc/public/
Page : B02
or by contacting Dewane
Mosher at 719-378-6363
or dewane_mosher@nps.
gov.
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for Christmas and make it a
little more eventful by having
Santa Claus and inviting all
staff, students, volunteers and
families.”
The gratitude of those
receiving not only the turkey
dinners but staples like canned
vegetables and pasta that
line the shelves was humbly
evident.
“At the beginning they were
a little embarrassed, but not
anymore,” said pantry volunteer Shirley Arriaga. “Kids
come in, they love it, and they
know exactly what they want.
It’s been a very gratifying experience.”
The women’s group from
Fellowship of the Rockies
was lauded by Mehess for its

Central High
student
Matthew
Montez (right)
and Kathy
Armenta pose
with Santa
Claus during
the Christmas
basket
giveaway at
the school
pantry on
Thursday.
CHIEFTAIN PHOTO/
CHRIS MCLEAN

weekly contribution — so vast
that a pickup truck is needed
to deliver it — as well as cash

donations.
“There’s a lot of children
who are hungry and in need,”

said Shelly Arceneaux, a group
member. “And the Lord tells
us to give someone something
to eat when they’re hungry.
And I love helping people, as
do the rest of the people at the
church.”
Among the party guests
were Central Principal Lynn
Seifert, and Bobby Gonzales
and Frank Latino, members
of the board of education of
Pueblo City Schools (D60).
“I think this is a great
opportunity to showcase the
sensitivity of the people involved and the true meaning of
Christmas, sharing and giving,”
Latino said.
Added Gonzales, “This is
special. It shows me they know
the community, they know the

community’s needs and that’s
very important to reach out
and offer support wherever its
needed.”
Seifert said the pantry has
soothed food-related worries
of administrators and staff.
“We give the kids a good
breakfast and lunch and then
we worry about them over
the weekend, maybe that the
food just hasn’t stretched far
enough.
“For us, it’s easing our minds
to know that when they leave
here on Thursday afternoon
or Friday, that they have
something that will keep them
sustained.”
jpompia@chieftain.com
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that paid attendance was up 4
percent and carnival revenues
were up 5 percent. Those are
important numbers for us to
celebrate.”
Concert revenues also rose
in 2016 — $729,576 compared
to $673,106 in 2015.
“The board thought we
had great entertainment this
year and were happy with it,”
Cummings said. “And they
felt we made some progress
with some of the attractions
we brought in, especially the
family friendly attractions.”
Together with capital funds
received from the state but not
yet spent, this year’s Fair’s net
income, before deprecation,
was listed at $913,543, a notable
jump from the 2015 mark of
$547,183.
“It’s a realistic number but as
salaries continue to be taken
out through the rest of the
ﬁscal year and capital funds

are utilized, that number will
go down.
“But we absolutely made
money this year.”
Also of note from a security
standpoint, the 2016 Fair saw a
decrease in ejections, crimes
of violence and thefts.
A major point of discussion
during the retreat was a longrange strategic plan, which will
shift focus from an “off season” at the Fair to a year-round
operation.
“Part of that plan is to
change the mindset, of both
my staff and community, that
there is an off season,” Cummings said. “Yes, we have a
Fair but we have a 365-day-ayear facility and there really
is no off season. It no longer
exists.”
While the Fairgrounds
continues to host events and
happenings throughout each
year, Cummings and staff
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are working to increase that
usage, whether it be company
gatherings, church services or
athletic events.
“We stay very, very busy
year-round already. We just
need to be a little bit better
about letting the community
know how busy we really are.”
As examples, this year saw
the Fairgrounds host two large
gatherings of recreational
vehicles, the annual street rods
display, a multiday Jehovah’s
Witnesses convention and a
slew of private events such as
wedding receptions, quinceaneras and company dinners.
“And our horse show facility
is booked the entire open season — typically from March to
October — every single weekend, which is a fantastic thing,”
Cummings said.
Later this month, the Southwest Motors Events Center
will host a huge Fellowship of

the Rockies Christmas service
and in the new year, the Harlem Globetrotters will return.
As part of the strategic
plan, Cummings envisions an
eventual rebranding as “A Year
Round Venue, Home of the
Colorado State Fair.”
“Although we have a full
schedule, I’d like to see more
community-centric events as
well as more activity in the
events center and throughout
the Fairgrounds,” Cummings
said.
Cummings said she was
pleased that the board expressed its support for her as a
ﬁrst-year manager during the
retreat.
“They expressed their trust
and conﬁdence in me as the
manager and are happy to
support me as I continue to
progress and hopefully take
the Fair to a new, fresh level.”
Freshness, Cummings said,

is a reoccurring theme among
staff.
“We’re looking at how we
can freshen up this wonderful
tradition we have. We want to
retain the traditions of the Fair
while bringing in new, creative
aspects that maybe haven’t
been seen before.
“And we’re excited.”
Another goal is establishing
a sounder ﬁnancial base, including paying off a loan to the
state treasury.
“We’re very ﬁnancially cognizant so we’re always looking
at ways to increase revenues,
cut current costs and be more
responsible,” Cummings said.
We’re making headway.
We’ve put together a projection to continue to make
progress each year. It will be
a multiyear project to get us
to where we no longer have a
loan, but that’s our goal.”
jpompia@chieftain.com
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