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LEGISLATIVE BRIEFS
Tipton staffer:
No town halls
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Charles Rothbaum, 14, a student at Corwin International Magnet School, shows off the robots he used in his
Southern Colorado Regional Science Fair entry Thursday at Pueblo Community College.

EDUCATION

Students unlock their

secrets of science
Competing in fair also brings them out of the shell of their labs
BY ZACH HILLSTROM
THE PUEBLO CHIEFTAIN

At the 15th annual
Southern Colorado
Regional Science Fair
Thursday, science-savvy sixth through 12th
graders from across
Custer, Fremont and
Pueblo counties showed
judges that when it came
to mastering and presenting chosen scientiﬁc
research projects, the
students had it down to
a science.
The fair took place in
the Academic Building
at Pueblo Community College, where 84
student projects were
submitted and evaluated by volunteer judges
who scored each project
on its adherence to the
scientiﬁc method, its
measurable results and
its originality, among
other factors.
George Guddendorf, a
science teacher at Goodnight School who served
as director of the science
fair for the second consecutive year, said the
event serves as a multifaceted skill-building experience for students to
not only learn scientiﬁc
research methods, but
also to build conﬁdence.
“Some of my students are a little shy
and so they’re here, and
they have to be able to
articulate the things
that they’ve done and to
present themselves with
conﬁdence. Being able
to take a step out of their
comfort zones helps
them be able to write in
science and be able to
draw those conclusions,”
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Central High School juniors Shaleese Romero (left) and
Breanna Torrones tell judges about their project during
the science fair.

he said.
“So it’s really taking
everything from academics and personality
and kind of combining
them all together to give
them that opportunity
to show everybody what
they have.”
The competitors were
divided by age and subject category, with the
junior division consisting of sixth- through
eighth-graders and the
senior division encompassing ninth through
12th grades.
Categories included
animal sciences, behavioral and social sciences,
chemistry, energy, engineering, environmental

sciences, medicine and
health, physics and plant
sciences.
Top three ﬁnishers in
each category earned a
medal for their submission, however, only the
top 23 projects across
all ages and categories
advanced to the next
round.
The 62nd Colorado State Science and
Engineering Fair will
take place in Fort Collins
from April 6–8, where
participants from all
across the state will
square off to see which
projects take home the
competition’s top spots.
Those who have advanced will have an op-

portunity to compete for
over $250,000 in scholarships and prizes, with
only high school seniors
eligible to compete for
scholarship offers.
One of the 23 advancing competitors was
14-year-old Charles
Rothbaum, a robotics-enthusiast from
Corwin International
Magnet School who
debuted his maze-navigating robotics project
in the junior division
and took home ﬁrst
place in the mathematics
and computer sciences
category.
“When I started out
I wanted them to solve
a maze, but I couldn’t
tell them where to go
so they basically developed a pattern which
just made it so that
they wouldn’t see any
walls, so they basically
just started spinning,”
Charles said.
From there, Charles
spent the next ﬁve
months working through
a variety of hypotheses
and adjusted the coding of graphical programming language in
order to design the most
effective program for the
robots to avoid walls.
He said that of all the
challenges he faced in
completing his project,
one of the biggest was
learning to be comfortable while presenting his
ﬁndings.
“You have to build up
nerve so you can talk to
lots of people and you
have to really know your
project and everything
about it,” he said.
zhillstrom@chieftain.com

The communications
director for 3rd Congressional District U.S. Rep.
Scott Tipton said he won’t
be hosting any town halls
soon.
Liz Payne said in
returning a telephone
message to The Pueblo
Chieftain Thursday that
Tipton “typically has held
town halls in the spring
and summer, and we’ll
continue to do so. We are
working to schedule town
halls if there are no votes
in Washington, D.C. In
April, hopefully.”
Tipton is in Germany
during this week’s congressional recess, said a
staffer Thursday at his
Pueblo office.
Representatives and
senators around the nation have held town halls
explaining plans to repeal
and replace the Affordable
Patient Healthcare Act.
Tipton, along with other
House Republicans, voted
many times over the past
several years to repeal the
act, known commonly as
Obamacare.

tor-owned utilities to
include common-sense
elements such as lineitem billing, details on
tiered-based charges and
visual representation on
a monthly basis to help
consumers be aware of
their energy usage each
month.”
The bill was sponsored
by state Sen. Leroy Garcia
D-Pueblo, and House
Majority Leader Rep. KC
Becker, D-Boulder.
“This bill is an answer
to the call from many peo
ple in my district regarding skyrocketing energy
bills and not knowing
where the extra costs are
coming from each month,
said Garcia, who is Assistant Senate Minority
leader.
The bill now heads to
the House.

Chief panel
gets Senate OK

Senate Bill 153, which
aims to continue the work
of the Southwest Chief’s
current commission
that was put in place a
couple of years ago with
some added responsibility, passed the Colorado
24-11 on Thursday
CDOT opposition Senate
morning.
‘(not) tolerated’
The commission’s main
duties so far have been an
State Rep. Clarice Naattempt to save and prevarro reacted in frustraserve the Southwest Chief
tion when her House Bill
Amtrak line. The commis1166 failed to pass out of
the House Transportation sion members will be now
be able to plan the develCommittee Wednesday,
opment and operation of
saying Colorado Departa Front Range passenger
ment of Transportation
opposition to her bill “will line. The new commission
is required to present its
not be tolerated.”
plan in December.
In an email to The
“When we ﬁrst passed
Chieftain, Navarro said
the bill to invest in the
CDOT “vocally opposed
Southwest
Chief, it was
the bill, and they offered
our hope we would be
testimony in opposition
able to preserve a means
(Wednesday).” She said
the agency’s “non-respon- of transportation for rural
siveness” in the matter “is Coloradans so they can
not acceptable, nor will it easily get around, whether it’s to their job or to
be tolerated.”
school or any other reaAccording to the bill,
son,” said Garcia, D-Puebwhich was defeated 10-2,
lo, a sponsor.
“(It) adds public conveGarcia said the bill
nience and the provision
allows for rail transportaof reasonable access to
and from public highways tion to “actually connect
Southern Colorado to the
and adjoining businesses
Front Range.”
to the existing purposes
The bill was also sponfor which (CDOT) and
sored by state Sen. Larry
local governments are
Crowder, R-Alamosa, and
authorized to regulate
access to public highways state Rep. Daneya Esgar,
D-Pueblo, and now heads
and speciﬁcally requires
to the House.
the provision of reasonable access to and from
public highways and
Runyon Lake
adjoining businesses to be
considered in the develop- promo passes
ment by CDOT of a state
Senate Bill 73, concernhighway access code.”
ing the promotion of the
Senate President Kevin
Runyon Lake area, passed
Grantham, R-Canon City,
the Senate by a 31-4 vote
was the bill’s Senate
on Wednesday.
sponsor.
The bill says it di“The NO votes by some rects people interested
of the representatives on
in the Runyon-Fountain
this bill was a slap in the
lakes state Wildlife Area
face to the business own(including the Coloers and homeowners berado Division of Parks
ing impacted by arbitrary and Wildlife, the city of
blockades in Penrose.”
Pueblo and the Pueblo
Conservancy District) to
cooperatively engage in
Clear electric
a long-term process to
bill passes Senate promote the maximum
Senate Bill 105, designed beneﬁcial development
to make energy bills clear- and maintenance of the
area.
er and more transparent
The bill, sponsored
to ratepayers, passed the
full Senate 26-9 on Thurs- by Garcia and state Rep.
day morning.
Donald Valdez, D-La Jara,
According to its wordnow goes to the House.
ing, the bill “will place
— Compiled by
new standards on invesPeter Strescino
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