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Colorado State University-Pueblo football player Myles Matthews (right) spends time during lunch with Pueblo Academy of Arts students Michael Artiaga (left), 14, and Arron
Phelps, 14, as well as others at the school Wednesday afternoon.

EDUCATION

Football, Kansas
and starﬁsh
ThunderWolves and PAA students
lunched over positive possibilities
BY JON POMPIA
THE PUEBLO CHIEFTAIN

I

t was United Way
mentoring day at
Pueblo Academy
of Arts, but with an
added bonus.
Speciﬁcally, a handsome group with smiles
as broad as their shoul-

ders and a certain way
with the pigskin.
As part of an ongoing commitment to
stay engaged with the
community, especially
young people, Colorado
State University-Pueblo’s head football coach
John Wristen and ﬁve of
his accomplished stu-

GOVERNMENT/HEALTH
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is a milewide circle with
in the Colorado Smelter
the old Colorado Smelter
Superfund study zone on
site as its center. There
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dent-athletes visited with
PAA students and their
mentors Wednesday.
Over a lunch of pizza and a chicken and
rice dish, the ThunderWolves, members of the
middle-school family
and the United Way role
models exchanged talk
about academics, travel,

Watch the video
WWW.CHIEFTAIN.COM

More on the web
CHIEFTAIN.COM/

NEWS/EDUCATION
family, football (naturally) and, well, starﬁsh.
“We believe in what
the United Way does in
our mentoring program,”
Wristen said. “We try to
get around and see as
many young students as
possible.
“Talk to them a little
bit and let them know
these young men have
been through a lot of the
same situations. And if
we can give them hope to
get through those situations, I think we’ve done
our job.”

On this game day, the
CSU-Pueblo starting
lineup included David Cardinal, Tanner
Draper, Miles Matthew,
Zach Floyd and Orlando
Mosley.
For Cardinal, there
was no better way to
spend the lunch hour
than talking shop with a
fellow running back.
“On the ﬁeld, as a
running back, it’s always
about positive yardage,”
Cardinal told a wideeyed Alex Ponce, a Phoenix ball carrier. “That’s
what we do. And that’s
why training is important.
“You’re gonna have to
go against some pretty
big guys, even at your
level. The dudes on the
line are bigger than you

and sometimes you’re
going to have to block
them. So keep with the
training.”
Solid grid advice
aside, Alex said the mere
opportunity to meet an
“actual college football
player” was golden.
“I’ve never really met
any college player this
close up, face to face,
person to person,” Alex
said. “So it’s a real honor.
And who knows? He
could be going professional next year so it’s
really awesome to meet
someone like him, a fellow running back.”
At a nearby table,
Lloyd, a tight end, and
Haley Hernandez discovered a common bond in a
neighboring state.
SEE PAA, 6A

MARIJUANA

Commissioners
OK pot PSAs

Dispensary notices
to convey health,
legal warnings
BY ANTHONY A. MESTAS
THE PUEBLO CHIEFTAIN

Soon local marijuana

ers.
The county commissioners approved
a licensing agreement
with Greenlite.io, a
Denver-based
technolPowered
by TECNAVIA
ogy and software company, to create public
service announcements

slower than normal.
Narcan has no negative
Pueblo Chieftain - 02/23/2017
side effects, so if a person
is given the antidote and
that person happens to

safe than sorry and use it
even if they aren’t positive someone is overdosing.
The Pueblo Chieftain

es in 2016, and 12 died
from the same type of
overdoses in 2015. Poly-substance overdoses
are related to the use of

including alcohol poisoning and methamphetPage : A06
amine, oxycodone and
cocaine overdoses.
ryans@chieftain.com
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“Her family is from
Kansas and I’m originally
from Kansas,” Lloyd said.
“So it’s good to see that
we can connect on that
aspect.
“And I’ve enjoyed
talking with her. Haley’s
curious and talkative
about a lot of things.”
And while totally
unaware of Wristen and
his immense coaching
success, Obrinna Cano
and Anastasia DeLuna
nonetheless gifted their
attentive visitor with a

blue “Make a Difference”
bracelet.
Accompanied by a
story about being nice to
starﬁsh.
“I told him a story
about this kid walking
on the beach,” Obrinna
explained. “And he wanted to care for starﬁsh.
So when he saw starﬁsh
on the beach he wanted to save them so he
threw them back into the
ocean.”
“It’s about this bracelet,” Wristen encouraged.

“Tell them the meaning
of this bracelet.”
“The little boy in the
story was making a
difference by throwing
the starﬁsh back in the
ocean,” Obrinna added.
“So he would have got a
bracelet.”
“So when we see someone making a difference,
we give them this bracelet,” Anastasia tossed in.
“So the coach got one
just for being here today.”
With, it turns out, an
important life lesson to

dispense.
“I tell my players you
have two ways to look at
it: You can be Eeyore —
‘Winnie the Pooh,’ right?
— ‘Oh, poor me. I’m
going through all this. Oh
boy . . .’
“Or you can be Tigger!
You can be excited about
going to different places and doing different
things. That’s what you
want to be.”
jpompia@chieftain.com
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reaching out to a number of stakeholders
including the hospitals,
the sheriff ’s office, the
health department and
others to come up with
some appropriate public
service announcements
to display in dispensaries,” said Commissioner Sal Pace.
“These include coming up with messages
about keeping cannabis out of the hands of
children, and making
it clear that marijuana
can’t be transferred
over state lines and also
product safety warnings
about dosage amounts
to ensure that when
consumers purchase
these products, that they
are being consumed
properly.”

The county would
not have to pay for the
services; several local
dispensaries have the
platform in place. The
county would inject its
message on advertisement monitors in the
dispensaries.
Pace said the public
service announcements
will be created by the
county with the technical help of Greenlite.io.
Pace said the next step
may be to require all
dispensaries in Pueblo
County to install monitors.
“At this point, it’s not a
requirement, but I think
it is something that we
are going to discuss,”
Pace said.
The PSAs could also
be used on government

Copyright © 2017 The Pueblo Chieftain, Pueblo, CO. 02/23/2017
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access channels and
YouTube.
The county also has
worked with the liquor
and marijuana licensing
board to come up with
the messages to be included in the proposal.
The messages would
convey that it is illegal
to consume marijuana
under the age of 21.
Some of the other messages include:
“Don’t consume and
drive,” “Make sure you
lock up your cannabis
and keep it away from
kids,” “Don’t consume in
public places” and “Not
all juices and snacks are
meant for kids.”
They would also include rules about home
grows and other regulations.

Dispensaries pay
Greenlite.io for the format, as well as product
companies that decide
to advertise on the monitors.
“A part of the selling
point for legalization of
marijuana was to take it
out of the black market
and move it into a safe
environment where we
have control over who is
purchasing and we have
testing requirements
and safer product,” Pace
said.
“That was promised
with the legalization
of cannabis and that’s
exactly what we are following through here.”
anthonym@chieftain.com
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