to provide long-acting
reversible contraceptives,
either for free or at low
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into the ground at the Pueblo Convention Expansion project in Pueblo.
From 2009 to 2016, the
state birth rate dropped 54
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Pueblo is probably on the
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Centennial now home
to Veterans Wall
Family, friends can buy a tile
commemorating military service
BY JON POMPIA
THE PUEBLO CHIEFTAIN

A recent addition to
the Centennial High
School history courtyard
will pay tribute to high
school graduates who
went on to serve in the
military.
The Centennial Alumni Foundation Veterans
Wall was conceived by
foundation members
as a way to “recognize
the contributions to our

country and the freedom
we enjoy,” said Chuck
Mastrini. “It was our intention to recognize not
only Centennial veterans
but the greater sacriﬁce
and commitment by all
veterans from Pueblo
high schools and the surrounding communities.”
The wall will host laser
produced 3-by-6-inch
ceramic tiles, in the primary colors of the school
the veteran attended,
with his or her name
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and branch and dates of
service.
Tiles may be purchased for $25.
“Our primary mission
was to keep the cost of
ceramic tiles as inexpensive as possible,” Mastrini said. “More importantly, if a veteran is unable
to pay for a tile, we will
waive the cost. We want
to reach out and ﬁnd
veterans who might be
SEE WALL, 2 B
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The Centennial Alumni Foundation Veterans Wall aims to honor veterans from Pueblo
high schools and the surrounding communities.
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and light ﬁxtures worth
around $1,700 were stolen
Pueblo Chieftain - 12/08/2017
from the home, and a wall
sustained about $3,700
worth of damage.

kiss, 32, of La Junta, was
arrested Wednesday on
suspicion of aggravated
robbery and second-degree burglary. He was

of possession of a schedule II controlled substance. He was being held
at jail in lieu of $3,500
bail.
ryans@chieftain.com

WALL/from page 1B _______________________________
distressed and recognize
them.”
Mastrini said the
Greater Pueblo Chamber
of Commerce has been
instrumental in contacting area veteran groups
to spread the word about
the wall, which was formally dedicated during a
Thursday morning ceremony that attracted more
than 100 attendees.
“Centennial High
School has a long list of
distinguished alumni that
have valiantly served in
the military over the past
140 years,” said Principal
Javin Baker. “We also recognize that our alumni
represent only a portion
of the men and women
of Pueblo that have made
the decision to serve our

country in this way.
“And so, today, we dedicate this wall to commemorate all the brave
men and women who
have served in our armed
forces.”
Added District Attorney Jeff Chostner,
who served as master
of ceremonies for the
unveiling, “I’m proud to
be here to recognize the
veterans that have served
their community. This is
really a unique wall here
in the courtyard and it is
remarkable what they’ve
done to recognize the
sacriﬁces military men
and women have given.”
The wall is anchored
by a colorful motif incorporating a bald eagle,
ﬂags and the phrases

“USA” and “United We
Stand.”
Already, the wall hosts
a number of tiles, including a Home of Heroes
section acknowledging
Pueblo’s four Medal of
Honor recipients (in
gold) and several Bulldogs, including John A.
LaVoo, a Marine Corps
captain who was killed in
action during the Vietnam War.
Those interested in
purchasing a tile for
themselves, a family
member or friend are
asked to visit www.centennialalumni.org and ﬁll
out the appropriate form.
For more information,
call 671-1852.
jpompia@chieftain.com
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DEATHS
PUEBLO
Dec. 5
Marcovecchio —

Lucille Angelina Marcovecchio, 79. Imperial
Martinez — Gilbert
“Swi” Martinez, 42.
Angelus.
Rayburn — Kimberly J. Rayburn, 64.
Angelus.

Dec. 4
Buffalow — Gene-

ieve A. Buffalow, 95.
Adrian Comer.
Minjarez — Rudy
Minjarez, 67. Angelus.

Dec. 3
Puente — Lydia

Puente, 88. Romero.

Dec. 1
Martinez — David S.

Martinez, 30. Angelus.

TEEN/from page 1B ________________________________________________
crease in the number of
abortions,” Procell said.
“Every pregnancy that
you can prevent, that just
takes having to make that
decision off the table, so
that’s why we’re excited
to offer women ways to
control that decision.”
The decline in unintended pregnancies and
abortions aren’t the only
positive impacts of the

state’s implementation
of the FPI, as the report
also noted that Colorado
saved nearly $70 million
in entitlement program
costs from 2010 to 2014.
With the average cost
of entitlement programs
associated with teen
mothers equating to
$28,289 per birth, Procell
said she was able to calculate how much Pueblo

has saved on things like
child welfare, public
health among children
born to teen moms, participation of teen moms
in public assistance, lost
tax revenue associated
with reduced education
and consequently, less
earning and spending
power among teen mothers and their partners.
“When you look at

that for Pueblo, I broke
down that in 2010 we ha
327 births,” Procell said.
“Then in 2016 we only
had 164. So that equates
to almost $4 million in
savings between 2010 an
2016. So in 2016 alone,
Pueblo spent about $4.6
million less than in 2010
zhillstrom@chieftain.com
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She has been involved
in giving substantial
gifts from WLE to the
Pueblo community and
has served on numerous
community boards — as
treasurer of the Sangre de
Cristo Arts and Conference Center, community
support chairman of
the YMCA, chairperson
of the Greater Pueblo
Chamber of Commerce
and board member of the
Women’s Foundation of
Colorado’s Pueblo Committee.
DeRose is a Pueblo native who graduated from
East High
and the
Copyright © 2017 The Pueblo Chieftain,
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University
of Southern

Colorado (now Colorado
State University-Pueblo)
and is the co-founder and
president of local marketing ﬁrm DD Marketing.
DeRose has strong
ties to both athletics
and higher education in
Pueblo, having played
football at East and
USC and holding positions such as Colorado
State University-Pueblo
professor of business,
football and track coach;
CSU-Pueblo Foundation
president; founder, president and board member
of Friends of Football. He
also served a short stint
as CSU-Pueblo’s athletic

director.
Maes, after whom the
Pueblo Justice Center
is named in his honor,
obtained his law degree at the University
of Colorado in 1972 and
served as a teacher in the
Huerfano School District
in Walsenburg prior to
beginning his legal career.
He served as the deputy
state public defender in
Pueblo and opened a private law practice that he
operated until being appointed district judge of
the Tenth Judicial District
in 1988, and later chief
district judge. He retired
in 2012, but last month

was elected to the Puebl
City Schools board.
The 2018 inductees wi
be honored at the annua
hall of fame dinner on
Feb. 2 at Pueblo Community College in the
Fortino Ballroom.
The hall of fame ceremony is one of the prima
ry fundraising activities
of the PCC Foundation,
whose mission is to fund
student scholarships
and the college’s special
needs that are not available through its general
fund.
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