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WASHINGTON 
— President Donald 
Trump’s abrupt move to 
cut off federal payments 
to insurers jolted Ameri-
ca’s health care and polit-
ical worlds alike on Fri-
day, threatening to boost 
premiums for millions, 
disrupt insurance mar-
kets and shove Republi-
cans into a renewed civil 
war over their efforts to 

shred “Obamacare.”
Defiant Democrats, 

convinced they have 
important leverage, 
promised to press for a 
bipartisan deal to restore 
the money by year’s end. 
That drive could split 
the GOP. On one side: 
pragmatists seeking to 
avoid political damage 
from hurting consumers. 
On the other: conserva-
tives demanding a major 
weakening of the Af-
fordable Care Act as the 
price for returning the 
money.

“The American people 
will know exactly where 
to place the blame,” 
declared Senate Minority 
Leader Chuck Schumer, 
D-N.Y., all but daring 
Trump to aggravate what 
could be a major issue in 
the 2018 congressional 
elections.

The money goes to 
companies for lowering 
out-of-pocket costs like 
copayments and deduct-
ibles for low- and mid-
dle-income customers. It 

HEALTH CARE

Trump’s blow to Obamacare a jolt
Insurers likely to increase premiums if they lose federal payments
BY ALAN FRAM AND 
RICARDO 
ALONSO-ZALDIVAR
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

DENVER — President 
Donald Trump’s decision 
to end a key federal 
health subsidy means 
state residents who buy 
their own health insur-
ance will pay even more 
next year, Colorado’s 
Division of Insurance 
said Friday.

The Denver Post reports 
the average increase 
for individual market 
premiums next year will 
be nearly 33 percent over 
this year. That figure is 

according to the Colora-
do Division of Insurance.

Regulators had an-
nounced in September 
that average premiums 
would rise by 27 percent 
in 2018 but had asked 
insurance companies for 
alternate proposals in 
the event the subsidies 
were withdrawn.

Colorado Insurance 
Commissioner Margue-
rite Salazar insisted no 
insurers will leave the 
state’s market after 

Trump’s decision.
About 8 percent of 

Coloradans buy health 
insurance in the individ-
ual market.

Gov. John Hickenloop-
er said Trump’s deci-
sion would destabilize 
individual markets. “To 
undermine the individual 
market is cruelty without 
benefit,” Hickenloop-
er said in a statement 
Friday.

— The Associated 
Press

COLORADO FACING 33% INCREASE

SEE HEALTH, 2 A 

Iran deal not 
nuked — yet

WASHINGTON 
— President Donald 
Trump on Friday angrily 
accused Iran of violating 
the landmark 2015 inter-
national nuclear accord, 
blaming the Iranians 
for a litany of sinister 
behaviors and hitting 
their main military wing 
with anti-terror penal-
ties. But Trump, break-
ing his campaign pledge 

to rip up the agreement, 
did not pull the U.S. out 
or re-impose nuclear 
sanctions.

He still might, he 
was quick to add. For 
now, he’s tossing the 
issue to Congress and 
the other nations in the 
seven-country accord, 
telling lawmakers to 
toughen the law that 
governs U.S. partici-
pation and calling on 

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

Trump threatens he may still pull out of 
nuclear accord if demands aren’t met

BY MATTHEW LEE
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

AP PHOTO/SUSAN WALSH

President Donald Trump speaks about Iran from the 
Diplomatic Reception Room at the White House on 
Friday.

A hiring period for 
new Pueblo Police De-
partment officers begins 
today, and applicants will 
see a new tweak to the 
hiring process involving 
the physical ability test.

Instead of candidates 
doing a fitness test at the 

end of the pre-employ-
ment cycle and prior 
to beginning the police 
academy, a redesigned 
fitness exam will be ad-
ministered to all appli-
cants at the beginning of 
the hiring process.

Those whose applica-
tions are accepted by the 
City of Pueblo will par-
ticipate in the fitness test 

before taking a written 
test, doing interviews, 
having a psychological 
examination conducted 
and taking a polygraph, 
and other facets of the 
hiring process poten-
tial police officers must 
undergo.

Previously, just the 

LAW ENFORCEMENT

Police tweak hiring steps
Candidates must take physical ability test right away
BY RYAN SEVERANCE 
THE PUEBLO CHIEFTAIN 

CHIEFTAIN PHOTO/FILE

Physical agility and strength is now at the forefront of the Pueblo Police Academy 
training program. Recruits (left to right) Sam Hock, Isaac Abila and Clay Klipfel do 
pushups during their time at the academy.

Welcome to Cardboard City

A cardboard box isn’t 
any kind of home.

Unfortunately for all 
too many, it’s the only 

one they have.
To raise awareness of 

the plight of the home-
less, and funds for Pueb-
lo Cooperative Care Cen-
ter, 40 Centennial High 
School JROTC cadets 

and students committed 
six hours to life inside a 
cardboard city, erected 
Friday on a grassy area 
outside the school.

While the cadets twice 
annually contribute to 

EDUCATION

Centennial cadets experience life without a home
BY JON POMPIA 
THE PUEBLO CHIEFTAIN 

CHIEFTAIN PHOTO/JOHN JAQUES

Nathan Morris, 16, takes shelter in his cardboard house Friday as part of the Centennial High School JROTC’s ‘Change 
for a Day’ project to raise money for the Pueblo Cooperative Care Center.

More on the web 
CHIEFTAIN.COM/ 
NEWS/EDUCATION
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