Currently, there are 18
city departments. Two or
more departments may
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mayor could, with the
approval of City Council, create a department,

department directors
subject to City Council
conﬁrmation, the pro-

Councilman Dennis
Flores said Wednesday
he’s worried about the
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I think it’s something
we’re going to have to
revisit and study because

from the day-to-day
of stuff.”
ryans@chieftain.c
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PW DEC
students
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Some Heaton Middle School students let out a big cheer Thursday as the school was awarded the designation of being a ‘certiﬁed’
Advancement Via Individual Determination School.

Hawks
soar
into national prominence
EDUCATION

BY JON POMPIA
THE PUEBLO CHIEFTAIN

A

dvancement Via Individual Determination,
or AVID, is a curriculum designed to help
students — especially those traditionally underrepresented in
higher education — develop
the skills to be
successful in
college.
Critical tools
that include
writing, critical thinking,
teamwork, organization and
reading skills.
For the
past three
years, Heaton
Middle School has been rated
as a “certiﬁed” AVID School for
its exemplary work in readying
young Hawks for a productive and enriching life beyond
middle school.
On Thursday, Heaton was rewarded for those years of dedication by being named an AVID
Demonstration School. Nationwide, only about 170 schools — 2
percent — have reached this

distinguished level.
Gordon Mosher, an official
validator from AVID, was on
hand Thursday to bestow the
honor during an afternoon
school-wide assembly.
Earlier in the day, Mosher and
his team conducted a series of
classroom visits and dialogues
with educators, part of a
ﬁnal review of
Heaton’s AVID
program.
“This is a
school I want
to bring other
schools to,”
Mosher said of
Heaton. “I’m
very impressed
that here, students are the
core of every decision made. It’s
all about the kids.”
Although an elective class,
AVID has attracted 200 of Heaton’s 700 students — most of
whom would not have considered college and a career if not
for the AVID.
Having implemented the
AVID program and witnessed its
fruitful results, Heaton Principal
Jayme Stangier is now pleased
to be able to showcase Heaton’s

Heaton students’
achievement of
AVID designation
is a rare honor
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This is a school I want to
bring other schools to. I’m
very impressed that here,
students are the core of every
decision made. It’s all about
the kids.
GORDON MOSHER
OFFICIAL VALIDATOR FROM
AVID

There are a couple
state champions walk
the halls at Pueblo W
High School this mon
— and not because of
sporting accomplishm
Pueblo West High
School juniors Jordan
Cruz and Shelby Boit
captured state champ
ship crowns Feb. 27 a
the Colorado State D
Conference, held at th
Broadmoor Hotel in C
rado Springs.
Cruz won two DEC
state championships
ﬁrst for a Pueblo Wes
dent — in the categor
Business Services Ma
ing, and Public Relati
Project Manual, the l
of which was as a tea
alongside Boitz.
The two are among
group of six Pueblo W
students that will com
in the DECA Nationa
Conference April 21-2
Atlanta. The other Pu
West national qualiﬁe
include Ashley Hatch
Mitchell, Keely Fishe
Claire Davis.
Cruz said she was s
prised to win for Bus
Services Marketing, a
competition in which
ticipants are given a h
thetical company, wit
task of putting togeth
marketing plan to pre
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model to other schools looking
to travel the AVID path.
“We are the exemplar — the
model for how the AVID elective should be done,” Stangier
said. “Other schools can come to
see how these strategies and the
AVID elective are being implemented and applied to help
students succeed.”
Earlier this week, Stangier
hosted a team from FountainFort Carson School District 8,
eager to observe the university
preparatory program in action.
And in October, Heaton welcomed educators and administrators from throughout Pueblo
City Schools (D60) and Calhan
and Englewood school districts,
eager to gain insight into the
impact-making AVID strategies.
“As a demonstration school,
we now can help to train, support and guide others on their
quest to help students become
college ready,” Stangier said.
Solidarity, she added, is the
driver behind the national designation.
“It is truly a testament of a collaborative effort by all students

and staff,” Stangier said. “The
teamwork and genuine care to
ensure all students are prepared
for their future has been our
mission from the onset of this
process.
“I have never been so proud of
a group of people than I am of
our staff and our students, who
have worked so hard to reach
this outstanding accomplishment.”
Not only does Stangier credit
AVID with helping to change
and shape the lives of its participants, she said it has lifted up
the school as a whole.
“We had been an ‘Improvement’ school in the state’s school
performance framework for as
long as it’s been in existence,”
said Stangier. “So when we went
into AVID, and by building those
strategies, we started to see the
increase slowly.
“But last year, we went into
‘Performance’ for the ﬁrst time
ever in Heaton’s history, and I
believe that AVID was the reason behind that.”
jpompia@chieftain.com
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Pueblo West High Scho
juniors Shelby Boitz
(left) and Jordan Cruz
celebrate their DECA
state championship in
category of Public Rela
Project Manual at the
state DECA Conference
Colorado Springs on Fe
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