cepted into the U.S. Military
Academy at West Point —
Pueblo Chieftain - 02/17/2018

pointment and the third in
Colorado. It was really ex-

about anything. It deﬁnitely helped me ﬁnish my

we woke up,” she said.
SEE DALY, 9 A
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East High School students Adam Widdiﬁeld (left to right), Patrick Schwager and Bronson Martinez talk to
customers about their burger, the Doc Holiday, at the Gold Dust Saloon on Thursday.
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Saloon shootout

East Eagles vie to become burger kings (and queens)
BY JON POMPIA
THE PUEBLO CHIEFTAIN

As East High School
catering and DECA
marketing students
discovered in a realworld lesson, success in
the food industry often
boils down to the right
combination of cook
and hook.
The Gold Dust Saloon
Burger Shootout II
offered a convocation
of Eagles the unique
opportunity to conceive
and perfect, and then
market and promote,
a specialty hamburger
dish.
From a ﬁeld of 11
burgers and marketing plans, the three
deemed the most
appealing by East
students and staff
— from a standpoint of both
taste and sales
pitch — moved
on to the Gold
Dust Saloon on

More on the web

CHIEFTAIN.COM/
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Union Avenue Thursday.
There, judges and a
steady stream of the
dining public had the
opportunity to partake
of, and then rate, this delectable trio — all with a
Western theme reﬂective of the Gold Dust’s
atmosphere:
“The Outlaw,” with

Copyright © 2018 The Pueblo Chieftain, Pueblo, CO. 02/17/2018
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its patty complemented
by a combination of
provolone, bacon, cream
cheese and peppers,
was criminally delicious
enough to warrant its
own “wanted” poster.
Tastier than a nugget of gold was “The
Prospector,” accented by
nacho cheese and crispy
bacon.
And with a tip of
the ole’ cowboy hat to
“Tombstone” and its

signature line “I’ll be
your Huckleberry,” “Doc
Holiday” featured pepperjack cheese, bacon,
grilled onions and
grilled cheese buns.
The ﬁlled-to-capacity
eatery was abuzz as the
more promotionally
savvy marketers and
chefs made their way
from table to table to
tout their creations.
“The ‘Doc Holiday’
would have to be at least
an 8.9 out of 10 because
it’s so unique and it has
a special feature to it
with its buns,” exSEE BURGER, 9 A
The Doc Holiday
burger, created
by a group
of East High
School
students, was
the judges’
favorite at
the Gold Dust
Saloon Burger
Shootout II.

After more than e
years, a man accuse
neglecting and abus
a disabled man he w
in the care of was fo
guilty of one felony
count and two misd
meanor counts Thu
following a jury tria
Michael Esquibel,
was convicted of ne
gent serious bodily
to an at-risk adult, a
5 felony, and two co
of neglect of an at-r
adult, both class 1 m
demeanors. He will
sentenced on April
The negligent seri
bodily injury to an a
adult charge carries
presumptive senten
range of one to thre
years in the Colorad
Department of Corr
tions. If the court ﬁn
aggravation, Esquibe
be sentenced up to s
years in DOC. The t

LEGISLATURE/C

Court dat
center at h
BY RYAN SEVERANCE
THE PUEBLO CHIEFTAIN

A House Bill was
duced this week in t
Legislature that wou
put a system in plac
remind criminal def
dants when they are
scheduled to be in c
The bill will go be
the House Judiciary
Committee on Thur
It was introduced on
Tuesday and testimo
was heard on it Thu
day. It would require
appropriation of $82
to the Judicial Depa
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what I am doing,” Daly
said.
“But it’s a lot of weight
off my shoulders.”
anthonym@chieftain.com

again someday.
Love and miss you,
Page : A09
Mom,
Orlando, Kathy,
Eve, Pete and Gil

BURGER/from page 8A ____________________________

IN MEMORIAM
Brian McKim

“Since joining debate
and mock trial in high
Pueblo Chieftain - 02/17/2018
school, I’ve enjoyed
being able to stand in
front of people and

plained Adam Widdiﬁeld,
a sophomore catering
student. “The buns are
actually grilled cheese
buns, which makes us
different.”
“And the special way
we cook the bacon makes
it even more tasty,”
added fellow sophomore
and chef-in-the-making
Bronson Martinez.
Ally Chang, a senior
marketer, begged to differ.
“‘The Prospector’ has
everything that everybody loves — nacho
cheese, bacon and the
quarter-pound burger,”
she said. “I’d buy it
myself if it was on the
menu.”
At the Passalaqua family table, all three offerings were being put to
the taste test.
“I got ‘The Outlaw,’”
said Jaelee Passalaqua.
“Everything on it is really
good and really mixes
well.”
As for “The Prospector,” Aileen Passalaqua
termed it “super good.
I like cheese and ba-

con and it’s got grilled
onions.
“It’s probably not good
if you’re on a diet, but
deﬁnitely for a ‘cheat
day.’ ”
As far as Janelle Vruggeman was concerned,
“The Doc Holiday” was
going to be difficult to
outgun.
“The toast is something different and it has
the carmelized onions,”
she explained. “And two
types of cheese and bacon ... really, really good
combination.”
After the appetizing
smoke cleared and ballots/sales receipts were
tabulated, entries representing both sides of the
culinary “law” emerged
victorious.
While the rebellious
“Outlaw” was the overall winner, the “Doc
Holiday” was the judges’
favorite.
“This has been a great
experience for us as
adults and judges,” said
Pueblo City Schools
(D60) school board
President Barb Clementi,

one of a quartet of raters.
“But it’s got to be amazing for kids — all the
work that went into this,
from creating the burger
to marketing it, seeing it
come to fruition and then
sharing it.
“And every entry was
amazing. It was very difﬁcult to judge.”
Serving as moderators
for Thursday’s Shootout
were East instructors Janae Passalaqua (catering)
and Mike Patti (marketing).
“The catering kids
were really good about
taking initial feedback
and adjusting the burger
to the liking of the customer,” said Passalaqua.
“They were able to take
input, look at the burger
themselves and how the
ingredients are layered,
and make it just right.”
While The Shootout
served as a ﬁnal semester
exam for catering students, it also raised funds
for East’s DECA program.
jpompia@chieftain.com

ESQUIBEL/from page 8A __________________________
before the jury.
Esquibel absconded for
about six years following
his indictment, according
to Deputy District Attorney Michelle Chostner, who is representing
the 10th Judicial District
Attorney’s Office on the
case along with fellow
Deputy DA Christine
Hentze. That’s why the
case took so long to get
to trial, she said.
On Nov. 5, 2009, medical crews were called
to Esquibel’s East Side
home after neighbors
witnessed him carrying
a sheet-covered body to
a vehicle, according to
a story written by The
Pueblo Chieftain.
The body was later
identiﬁed
Copyright © 2018 The Pueblo Chieftain, Pueblo,as
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who was found weighing
only 60 pounds at the
time.
He also had a broken
femur, severe bedsores,
was severely dehydrated
and had a “weak pulse,
kidney failure, extreme
malnourishment,” the
indictment said.
In documents obtained
by The Chieftain, Dr.
Constance Wehling said
Martinez’s condition was
“the most severe case of
neglect that I have encountered in 30 years of
my medical practice.”
Subsequently, the court
appointed Martinez’s
legal guardianship to the
ARC of Pueblo.
“Although we are
very happy that justice
was ﬁnally served for

Karl, there are no winners here,” Garcia said
Thursday in a statement
to The Chieftain. “This
has been a terrible hardship for Karl’s family.
We are grateful for all of
Karl’s caregivers and law
enforcement who were
able to provide testimony. Michelle Chostner
did a wonderful job and
kept a picture of Karl in
her office. Despite the
defense’s suggestion
that adult protective
services at the time gave
“their stamp of approval”
regarding Karl’s care,
the jury could not ignore
the facts and the horriﬁc
pictures that were shown
as evidence.”
ryans@chieftain.com

BILL/from page 8A ________________________________

Although the years have
gone by, we have never
forgotten you and your
beautiful smile. We still
miss you everyday.
Love you,
Mom, Brothers
and Children

IN MEMORIAM
In Loving Memory of
Frank Montoya
As long as I take a breath
I will celebrate your life.
Frank on this day of you
birth.
There may not be candle
but there are many
happy and loving
memories to remember
and each memory will
glow like no candle can.
Always and Forever
Susan
IN MEMORIAM
In Loving Memory of
Frank Montoya
on your birthday

My heart still aches
in sadness,
My silent tears still flow
For what it meant
to lose you
No one will even know.

Although you can’t be
here with me,
We’re truly not apart.
Until the final breath
I take,
You’ll
always be living
Powered
by TECNAVIA
in my heart.

