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EDUCATION

A not-so-genuine CATastrophe
STEM’s practical
purposes touted
at Central High
BY JON POMPIA
THE PUEBLO CHIEFTAIN

F

or youngsters,
science can open
doors to exciting
worlds previously unexplored.
It also, as 105 eighth
graders learned Friday,
has the potential to
save lives when disaster
strikes.
As a way to introduce public and private school students to
the STEM curriculum
available at Central
High School, the Orman Avenue institution
hosted “Hurricane
Wild Thing” — a problem-based, hands-on
symposium designed to
impart science-based
skills and knowledge
needed to survive, and
assist others, in a critical situation.
Cleverly tagged CATegory 2022 in honor of
the Central mascot and
the graduation year of
the eighth graders, the
scenario reﬂected 2017’s
unfortunate trend of
punishing hurricanes.
“The idea is to introduce eighth graders to
what happens at Central
by using hurricanes as
the model,” explained
Morganlee Kempf,
Pueblo City Schools’
(D60) STEM/Science
specialist.
As alarming footage
from Houston and Florida illustrated, a disaster
zone can best be described as “water, water,
everywhere,” most often
with destructive results.
Fittingly, several
CATegory 2020 stations
used water to communicate the signiﬁcance of
science in survival.
“Make note of what
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ABOVE: Nizhoni Valdez, 17 (left), explains her team’s
solar-panel powered car during CATegory 2022 at Central
High School Friday, which offered STEM-based responses
to natural disasters. Valdez’s team members are Connor
McDonald (middle) and Marcus Montoya.
RIGHT: Madalynn Yarbrough (right) and Mollie Schloss
demonstrate water-rescue techniques. ‘This is a skill
that can be used throughout your life,’ instructor Marla
Lanham told the eighth graders.
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the water looks like
before you pour it into
the ﬁltration device,”
said Central educator
Jamie Withnell as St.
John Neumann School

students funneled ﬁlthy
liquid into an inverted
plastic bottle.
“So as it makes its way
through the ﬁlter, you
want to compare the
ﬁltered water with the
dirty water that went
in.”
SEE STEM, 2B
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trial concludes
Complaint against Clark
Penrose man’s
in
county dismissed sanity
question; judge

DNA helps ID
Springs man

Fremont Paving & Redi-Mix
is appealing judge’s decision

to rule Monday

Eric Ashby went
missing June 28 in
Arkansas River

BY ANTHONY A. MESTAS

CANON CITY —
Closing arguments
were presented
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overturned in the Royal
Gorge section of the Arkansas River.
Friends did not report
Ashby
missing,
but a
Powered
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witness did report the
accident. Several searches
were conducted, however
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Pueblo Crime Stoppers,
542-STOP. Remember, your
call is anonymous.
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Through various
combinations of sand,
pipe cleaners, river rocks
and paper muffin cups,
the students ﬁne-tuned
the makeshift ﬁltration
method until the result
was relatively clear.
“It looks pretty clean,”
offered one student. “I
don’t know how clean
and I don’t know if I’d
drink it, but at least I can
see through it.”
The key, noted St. John
Neumann eighth-grader
Will Dammann, is going
natural.
“What we found to
work best is a muffin
holder on the bottom
of the bottle and adding
large river rocks and
sand,” Will explained.
“Natural materials allowed the water to come
out free of any debris.”
Inside Central’s swim-

ming pool, spectators
watched a demonstration
of what’s come to deﬁne
hurricane disaster zones.
“Does anyone know
the difference between
an active and a passive
victim?” asked instructor Marla Lanham as
three Central students
practiced water rescue
techniques on each other.
“A passive victim will be
face down in the water
and may be unconscious.
“So we use the do-sido technique — you pull
them and roll them over
and they may become
conscious.”
The curious eighthgrade contingent also
observed the rescue of
a submerged “victim,”
removed from the water
and placed on a backboard for treatment by
emergency personnel.

Water rescue, Lanham
said, isn’t just reserved
for disasters.
“This is a skill that can
be used throughout your
life,” she said.
Carolyn Morrison, a
music teacher at Central,
focused on the power of
syncopated rhythm in a
rescue scenario.
“Just in case you’re ever
stuck in a building and
you couldn’t speak, or if
you got the wind knocked
out of you, we’re going
to use Morse Code to tap
out ‘SOS,’ the distress
signal,” Morrison said.
This primer was followed by something a bit
more frivolous, as students were encouraged to
use a variety of items to
clamorously tap out their
ﬁrst names in code.
“Let’s see who has the
coolest sounding name,”

Morrison said. “We’re
going to make some
rhythms and beats and I
want us to be as noisy and
loud in here as possible.
“I’m a music teacher —
I don’t ever get bored of
noise.”
Within Kevin Buchanan’s STEM classroom,
students were charged
with ﬁnding a way to
power a vehicle when
gasoline is in short supply.
“If gas pumps fail,
how are we going to get
people out to a safe location?” Buchanan posed.
“We need a portable,
easy-to-assemble makeshift vehicle — a solar
car.”
Although these emergency vehicles were of
the miniature variety,
they performed impressively, zipping across

tables with but a touch of
heat from a lamp.
“Look at that car go,”
Buchanan said as a student’s creation covered
a wealth of ground in no
time ﬂat. “With two solar
panels on it, it’s almost a
turbo.”
As an additional challenge, Buchanan tasked
students with calculating
the rate of the cars’ speed
using mathematics.
“The fastest time so
far? 1.75 feet per second,”
Buchanan offered.
For parents and guardians of eighth graders
eager to learn about
Central and its offerings,
a Parents Night is slated
from 6-8 p.m. Wednesday.
jpompia@chieftain.com
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mously to hear.
Fremont Paving sued
the commissioners,
alleging that the commissioners improperly agreed to hear the
appeal.

In August, the county
ﬁled a motion to dismiss
the case, which Judge
Allison Ernst did, on Jan.
19.
“Fremont Paving is
now appealing (Ernst’s

decision). The County
cannot discuss the case
any further because it
is ongoing litigation,”
Paris Elliot, the county’s
community information
manager, said Friday

Fremont Paving also
ﬁled a complaint against
two of the opposition
group’s leaders, Wendi Kern and Suzanne
Morgan, for alleged false
statements made against

the company at public meetings. The suit,
which is still pending,
claims defamation by
the two women.
anthonym@chieftain.
com
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and does not involve a
jury.
Lama will make the
Clark said he did not
ruling at 1 p.m. Monday
want surgery after he
after deliberation, he
was shot because he
said.
believed Allah would
The trial concluded
Friday with the viewing
heal him, but he later
of a video-taped saniagreed to the surgery.
ty evaluation between
Clark and Dr. Mark
Diamond, a Colorado
Springs psychiatrist
Victory Defense store in
working for the defense.
the 2800 block of East
During the interview,
Main Street. He initially
Clark said he “became
took a 9 mm handgun
obsessed about doing
and went outside when
something” and decidtwo clerks confronted
ed he would go to the
him and asked him to
Middle East to ﬁght the
return the gun.
“allies of Satan” whom
Clark said he returned
he described as “the
the gun but decided to
Israelis.” He said he
take a holster and was
started a FundRazr page
going to come back
for the trip but did not
when the store was
raise any money.
closed to get a gun. The
Clark told Diamond
clerks again confrontthat he decided he
ed him in the parking
Copyright © 2018 The Pueblo Chieftain, Pueblo, CO. 01/27/2018
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police
officers
lot, and he pulled out a
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and members of the mil- 3-inch switchblade and
itary and was “going to
said, “I’ll stab you.”
kill as many as I could.”

Sanders found Clark and
told him to stop.
“He put a hand on my
left shoulder because I
would not stop walking.
I pulled out the knife
— I just don’t think
he should have been
touching me,” Clark told
Diamond.
“I did not want to
surrender to a disbeliever, non-Muslim. He was
violent with me from the
minute he could be.”
Clark stabbed Sanders,
who suffered a minor
underarm stab wound.
Sanders ﬁred on Clark,
who sustained two
gunshot wounds to his
left arm, one to his right
arm, one to his upper abdomen and one grazing
wound to the front of his
chest.
Clark said of the
shooting that he “could
not understand why God
(Allah) let that happen. Why he let me get
caught.”

lieved Allah would heal
him, but he later agreed
to the surgery.
During his closing argument Friday, Assistant
District Attorney Thom
LeDoux said Clark
should be found guilty
of all charges because
he was sane at the time
of the incident and was
capable of discerning
right from wrong. LeDoux argued the state’s
psychiatrist, Dr. Richard
Pounds, of Pueblo, concluded Clark was sane
after two evaluations,
despite ﬁnding Clark
had some mental health
issues.
He said that Pounds
believed there was no
connection between
Clark’s psychosis and
the crime.
“Clark was mad at
police officers and said
he was tired of being harassed by police officers,
so he was acting out of
anger or revenge. It had

Diamond’s conclusion
that Clark was insane at
the time of the incident
is “woefully biased,”
LeDoux argued.
Public defender Jonah
Wexler said Clark should
be acquitted if the judge
“has any reasonable
doubt about sanity.” He
argued Clark was insane
because “the only way
one can claim that he
is sane is to ignore the
overwhelming evidence
of a mental state that
impaired his perception
of reality.”
Wexler argued that, at
the time of the incident,
Clark suffered a severe
psychotic episode and a
hyper-religious delusion
brought on by a schizophrenic disorder.
“He placed a video on
YouTube during which
he said he now realizes
he is Jesus.
He
believes
Powered by
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he is receiving messages
from Allah — that he is a
person on a mission.
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